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KINDERGARTEN KICKOFF
FAMILY INFORMATION SESSION

March 2024

WHITNEY OAKLEY, ED.D.  | SUPERINTENDENT



Welcome

Our School 
Community

Kindergarten 
Transition & 
Readiness

Next Steps



School Readiness

• ALL children turning five years old on 

or before August 31st can attend 

kindergarten in Guilford County 

Schools next school year!

• School readiness refers to the skills 

a child brings to and grows during 

the kindergarten year. Children 

demonstrate skills across five areas 

of development. 

Areas of 

Development

Approaches 

to Learning

Health

&

Physical

Language & 

Communication
Emotional & 

Social

Cognitive



School Staff

• Mr. Moore, Principal 

• Mrs. Cook, Kindergarten 

Teacher

• Mrs. Smith and Ms. Joyner, 

Teacher Assistants

• Ms. Chrisman, Media 

Specialist

• Mrs. Morgan, Curriculum 

    Facilitator 



All About Southern Elementary School

• Welcome PTA

• Welcome Kindergarten Parent 



Kindergarten Overview
Beginning of Kindergarten
 

• Recognize their name

• Recognize colors

• Count 1 -10 

• Take care of personal needs
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By the end of kindergarten students should be 
able to do the following:

• Recognize 100 sight words or more 
• Know all letters and sounds and able to apply this skill for sounding out words/ reading 

words. Students should be reading decodable stories.
• Re-tell the beginning, middle, and end part of a story. Answer comprehension questions 

about the story.
• Listed below are some of the math concepts they will be responsible for this year:

• Write # 0-20

• Count to 100 by ones and tens

• Count on from any given number

• Count 20 objects

• Simple addition and subtraction

• 2-D and 3 -D shapes
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Sesame Street Video: A Day in the Life of a 
Kindergartner (8 minute video)
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A great resource to watch at home!



Kindergarten Curriculum

Literacy:

• Sound Wall

• UFLI

• CKLA

Math:

• Eureka Math 

Squared
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Technology

• Students are issued a GCS iPad to use while attending 

Southern Elementary School

• Devices will remain at school unless there is a need to send 

home (Chargers may be sent home)

• iPads are for school use only

• Device Care
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Student Services at Southern Elementary  

Mrs. Black

School 
Psychologist

Mrs. Ostiana

“Ms. O”

School Social Worker

Nurse Kailey Lambeth

School Nurse

Mrs. Shipman

School Counselor

Support - Care - Counsel - Teach Skills – Listen - Consult - Collaborate - Problem Solve - Share Resources



Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)

• SEL is the process of developing skills and knowledge to 

understand and manage emotions, building relationships, and 

make responsible decisions – so important for lifelong success, 

starting right here in kindergarten!

• SEL helps “lift” all other areas, including academics
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Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)

• Ways you can help build self-awareness & 

emotional skills:
• Encourage their strengths and support their 

challenges with a growth mindset: “I can’t do 
that YET, but I’m going to keep practicing.” 

• Praise their hard work and effort: “Wow! You 
worked really hard on…” or “How did you think 
to…?”

• Talk about feelings – both comfortable feelings 
(happy, excited, proud) and uncomfortable 
feelings (sad, angry, worried)

• Model & practice coping skills like saying 
positive things to yourself, moving your body, 
and taking deep breaths (in through nose, out 
through mouth)

14



Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)

• Ways you can help build relationship and 

social skills:

• Ask questions! “Tell me about… “What was it 
like when…?”

• Practice empathy through conversations. “How 
did ____ feel when_____?”

• Difference between sharing and taking turns
• Sharing=each person gets some of the items

• Taking turns=each person gets a turn with item

• Play board games/card games together

• Role plays: use figurines/dolls/stuffies/pretend 
play toys to act out situations – playing with 
others, coming to school, doctor/dentist visits 
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Helping with worry or anxiety about school
• Have open communication:

• Encourage them to tell fears, worries
• Listen and acknowledge feelings, even if it seems small 

or silly
• Answer their questions

• Come visit us! Tours, open house, individual 
teacher meeting in August

• Read books about going to school
• Positives and patience – they’ll follow your lead
• Practice routines: enough sleep (~10 hours), 

morning routine, clothes and school things ready, 
hugs and “I love yous”

• Deep breathing to calm nerves
• Celebrate successes, big or small
• Don’t hesitate to ask for help. We are here to 

support you and your child. 
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School Nurse

Kailey Lambeth

• Health assessment

• Immunization record

• Health forms for allergies/ medical needs

17



Kindergarten Bound in GCS!

Next 
Steps



Registration

Gather Required documents

Create SchoolMint account

Complete Registration

*After July 1, SchoolMint registration system will no longer be available.



Help for Enrollment

• Link to  Kindergarten Registration Help

• https://www.gcsnc.com/choose-and-enroll/school-

locator/kindergarten-registration 
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https://www.gcsnc.com/choose-and-enroll/school-locator/kindergarten-registration
https://www.gcsnc.com/choose-and-enroll/school-locator/kindergarten-registration


Make a Difference Early

Prioritize 
Attendance

Stay 
Connected

Communicate 
Regularly



Open House

• The week before 
school

• A time to meet your 
child’s teachers

• Call the school to 
schedule an 
appointment

Open House



Meals

*Breakfast $1.00

*Lunch $2.85

Breakfast and lunch 

served daily

*Families can apply for free or reduced price meals.  Prices may change at beginning of 

school year.



Transportation- Buses

GCS will create a bus stop near your 

house for the first day of school!

Register before June 13!



Afternoon Dismissal

• One line- no passing, no parking

• Display child's car tag

• Approximate 2:05pm start time, finish 2:20pm

• Go with the flow

Morning Arrival

• One line- no passing, no parking

• 7:00am start time, tardy bell rings at 7:25am

• Staff will direct traffic

• "Kiss & Go" 

Transportation- Car Rider Line

PURPLE LINE

RED

BLUE

GREEN

ORANGE

YELLOW

Family Handbook

https://sites.google.com/mygcsnc.com/sesfamilyhandbook/home


Readiness Resources

Transition to Kindergarten 

Monthly Calendars

Kindergarten Readiness Bags



Family Feedback form

Please take a moment to fill out 
the family feedback form. 

Available in Spanish, Vietnamese, 

Arabic, and Urdu. 



Questions?

Questions
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